





A December snow Y falling, 
plankeling the forest in a crystal filigree. 


Late one snowy winter evening two young 
children and their grandmother happen upon 
a weak and weary deer while feeding the 
animals in the forest. The family takes the deer 
home, warms him by the fire, and cares for him 
until he is back to health, completely unaware 
of the surprise that awaits them on Christmas 
morning! 

Mark Kimball Moulton and Karen Hillard 
Good, the bestselling creators of A Snowman 
Named Just Bob, team up to tell this enchanting 
story filled with the magic of the season and 
the true spirit of giving that Christmas brings. 


Reindeer Christmas is a heartwarming story 


to share with the whole family this and every 
Christmas! 
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This story is dedicated to everyone who truly believes in the wonder of the season, 

most especially my loving family, dear godchildren, and inspired Friends with an 

extra special nod to Lane for always listening, Queenie For her wonderful art, and 

Lola for her smiles. Many thanks to Bob, Alex, Paula, Lucy, and Rubin, too! 
—M. K. M. 





i 
To Dad, for all of those magical walks through the forest when I was a kid, anes 


| Mom, who always had the hot chocolate ready when we came home. Also to my 
beautiful, grown-up kids Dustin, Kelly, and Deidre for always believing in me; to 
Bob for his patience when | burn the midnight oil; to Mark for his enchanting 
story; and my darling, precious grandsons, Logan and Lee Thomas (may you 


remain young at heart). And Sis, too! 
7 -K. H. G. 
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December snow is falling, lightly dusting all the trees, = ` 4 
blanketing the forest in a crystal filigree. ë 





The basket that I carry holds a tasty late-night treat— 


carrots, corn, and apples for our forest friends to eat. 


We sprinkle all the goodies on the pure-white, snow-capped ground, 
then watch the thankful animals begin to gather round. 


Deer and birds and bunnies come, and lots of playful mice; 


we ve EVEN had a regal MOOSE indulge us once Or twice! 


Fach visit trom our woodland friends makes us feel oh so blessed, 


but there's one special visit that stands out above the rest... . 
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“Twas late One SNOWY evening—Christmas Day would be here SOON, 


when in the frosted forest something shimmered like the moon. 


We saw the slightest movement and the flicker of an ear, 


and suddenly we knew that what was glowing was a deer! 


But as we watched, he stumbled and then fell into the snow. 


He closed his eyes and soon began to lose his subtle glow. 


He looked so cold and hungry as he shivered in the storm, 


Grandma said, “Let's bring him in and make him toasty warm!” 











We ran outside and touched the deer: 





he opened just one eye, 


and magically he seemed to floaf- 


he almost seemed to fly! 
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We wrapped our arms around him 
and we gently helped him in 
and brought him to the fire, 


where he floated down again. 


He settled on a blanket: then Gram urged us, 
“Let him be. 
With food and warmth and rest, 


he Il be good as new. You'll see.” 


She placed a bowl beside him 
filled with apples, grain, and more. 
He ate a bit, then closed his eyes 


and soon began to snore. 
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Much later in the evening ` 
something woke me from my dreams; | 
my room was softly shimmering 


from luminescent beams. 


| peered out of the window 

and could not believe my eyes. 
I thought [Saw our friend, the deer, 
fly straight across the sky. 




















Y] tiptoed to the fireplace to see if he was there, 


but sure enough, our deer was gone—he wasn t anywhere. 
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The next day it was Christmas Eve 
and we had much to do: 
we found the perfect tree and then 


We wrapped our presents foo. 


That night we all slept soundly 
as we dreamed of Christmas morn, 


when we would wake and celebrate 





the day our Christ was born. 















The sunrise had us leaping from our beds excitedly 


and bounding barefoot down the stairs; shouting out in glee. 
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x Pori served us breakfast—then she smiled in pure del ght NN 。 
Ende 6 © as we enjoyed each gift that Santa'd left for us that night. 
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each and every night, 
and we still watch them 


Our forest friends still visit us 
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by the warm, soft glow of candlelight. 
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The wooden box that Santa left 


I've treasured it for all these years, 
as Magic iS SO rare. 


that there could ever be, 
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So now rll close my eyes and hope 
my heartfelt wish comes true. . . 
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[ Mark | K imbal? = A VE ay is the 

er bestselling author of many books for children, 
including A Snewman Named Just Bob. 

“J His home in Connecticut sits on a maRK 

==" great sledding hill by a stream in e 








e | 
the woods, and at Christmastime at st 
he fills it with armloads of spruce 
boughs, cherry-red berries, big 
bowls of pinecones, rusty old 
sleigh bells on cracked leather 
straps, carols and candles and 
laughter and love. Then he lights a 
nice fire, sits down with a book, and a 
waits up for Santa to come. Visit his | 


world at www.markkimballmoulton.com. 


Karen Hillerd Good has illustrated 


many beloved children's books. including 
A Snowman Named Just Bob, Miss Fiona's 

Stupendous Pumpkin Pies, and Twisted 
KaRen Sistahs, all written by Mark Kimball 
E 









Moulton. Karen divides her time 
between Illinois and Connecticut. 
Her spirit is bound to the beautiful hills of 
the Allegheny Mountains in Pennsylvania, 
where she spent her childhood. Her life 
is overflowing with the love of family and 


4 friends. To see more of Karen s work please 
@) 


visit www, karenhillardgood. COM. 
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